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IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON THE INDIAN 

CONSTITUTION 

- Syed Tauheed1  

      

ABSTRACT 

The Indian Constitution has been significantly impacted by globalization, which has changed how 

it is interpreted and applied to satisfy the needs of a world that is becoming more linked by the 

day. This phenomena has fueled economic liberalization, broadened the conversation about 

human rights, and incorporated frameworks for digital governance and the environment from 

across the world into India's constitution. Reflecting the changing nature of the Constitution, the 

judiciary has used comparative jurisprudence and international treaties to handle new concerns. 

The safeguarding of basic rights in the face of worldwide problems, trade liberalization, and 

striking a balance between social justice and economic prosperity are important areas of effect. 

Globalization has, meanwhile, also brought up a number of serious problems, including preserving 

national sovereignty, resolving socioeconomic inequality, and guaranteeing fair growth. In order 

to strike a balance between local interests and international 2influences, the Indian Constitution is 

constantly evolving via modifications, judicial interpretations, including policy reforms. This 

research examines how globalization as well as the Constitution interact, emphasizing how it has 

a revolutionary effect on rights protection, government, and the fulfilment of constitutional 

principles in an increasingly interconnected world.  

INTRODUCTION 

As India commemorates the 75th anniversary of its Constitution, it is a suitable occasion to reflect 

on how globalization has shaped this founding instrument, changing its application and 

interpretation over decades. The Indian Constitution, praised for its adaptability and inclusivity, 

endured the significant changes brought about by globalization, a process that has linked 

economies, cultures, and civilizations around the world. While the Constitution's founders 

 
1 4th -year B.A LL. B Student, Vidyavardhaka Law College, Karnataka. 
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intended a sovereign, socialist, and democratic republic, globalization, particularly post-economic 

liberalization in 1991, has added new aspects to governance, rights, and development. Economic 

globalization encouraged alterations to strike a balance between free-market policies and the 

constitutional responsibility for social fairness embodied in the State Policy Directive Principles. 

International human rights norms have impacted court interpretations, resulting in a larger 

recognition of basic rights, whilst worldwide environmental issues have highlighted the necessity 

of constitutional provisions for sustainable development. Furthermore, technological globalization 

has necessitated the evolution of legislation governing data privacy, cyber security, and intellectual 

property, reflecting the dynamic character of constitutional government. Globalization has a varied 

impact upon the Indian Constitution, affecting its legal, economic, social, and political foundations. 

Globalization, characterized by greater interconnection and interdependence among nations, has 

presented both possibilities and problems, pushing the Indian Constitution to adapt and change. 

IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON THE INDIAN 

CONSTITUTION  

India marks its 75th year of independence, the influence of globalization on the Indian 

Constitution is a rich and diverse story of adaptation, resilience, and change. Globalization, defined 

by the increasing interconnectivity of economies, cultures, and communities, has had a 

transformational impact on the legal, social, economic, and political frameworks that underpin 

India's constitution. This process has put the Constitution's adaptability and ability to incorporate 

global norms while retaining India's sovereignty and distinct character to the test.3 

They are classified into – 

1. Economic growth and Policy reforms 

2. Expansion of Fundamental rights  

3. Technological advancement and Digital Governance 

4. Strengthening Environment Protection 

5. Promoting Social Justice and Gender Equality 

6. Cultural Exchange and Inclusivity 

7. Modernization of Legal Framework 

 
3 Globalization and India KI v. Pmd - NCERT- https://ncert.nic.in/ncerts/i/jess204.pdf  
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1. Economic Growth and Policy reforms : Globalization has fueled economic development and 

legislative reforms in many nations, including India. It describes a method of integrating national 

economies into the global marketplace by allowing free movement of commodities, services, 

capital, technology, and labor. This integration has prompted considerable economic policy 

adjustments to comply with global norms, promote competitiveness, and boost growth.4 

 

Economic Growth can be achieved by- 

 

• Increased trade  

• Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)  

• Industrial Growth and Urbanization  

 

Technology transfer Policy reforms can be achieved by- 

 

• Economic Liberalization 

• Privatization  

• Financial sector Reforms  

• Trade policies 

• Innovations in taxation Policies 

 

2. Expansion of Fundamental rights : Globalization has considerably aided the spread of basic 

rights by incorporating international human rights standards and global ideals into domestic legal 

systems. This influence can be seen in India's broadening interpretation of constitutional rights, 

particularly Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty), which has expanded to encompass both 

the Right to Privacy and the Right to a Clean Environment in response to global human rights 

standards and environmental treaties such as the Paris Climate Accord.5 Gender equality and social 

justice have also benefited from treaties like CEDAW, which has resulted in progressive judicial 

verdicts such as the legalizing of homosexuality and enhanced protections against workplace 

harassment.  

 
4 https://academic.oup.com/book  
5 George, Globalization the essential  
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3. Technological Advancement and Digital Governance : Globalization has accelerated technical 

improvements and shifted government toward a more digital-centric approach, improving 

efficiency, transparency, and accessibility. The integration of global technology has transformed 

businesses, services, and communication, driving innovation and economic growth. In 

governance, digital platforms fueled by technology such as the internet, artificial intelligence, and 

blockchain have allowed governments to offer services more effectively, resulting in increased 

inclusion and accountability.6 In India, efforts such as Digital India reflect this transition by 

encouraging e governance through online portals, Aadhaar-based services, and mobile connection, 

which is consistent with worldwide trends. These innovations have also redefined basic rights, 

with judges considering access to the internet as important under Article 21, allowing individuals 

to engage in the digital economy and express themselves freely online. 

4. Strengthening Environment Protection : Globalization has had a significant impact on 

environmental preservation by increasing worldwide awareness, collaboration, and the adoption 

of environmentally friendly techniques. International treaties like the Paris Climate Agreement, as 

well as efforts like the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), have pushed 

countries to emphasize environmental protection in their policies and actions. These frameworks 

have affected local legislation and constitutional provisions, such as India's Article 48A, which 

directs the state to conserve and enhance the environment, and Article 51A(g), which requires 

citizens to protect natural resources.7 Globalization has also aided the transmission of 

environmentally friendly technology, allowing countries to embrace cleaner energy sources, cut 

carbon emissions, and improve waste management. 

5. Promoting Social Justice and Gender Equality : Globalization has been a major force in 

advancing social justice and gender equality by facilitating the cross-border interchange of ideas, 

international human rights standards, and best practices. Global treaties such as the Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) have shaped national policies and judicial interpretations, 

resulting in progressive reforms. Globalization in India has reinforced constitutional principles 

such as Articles 14 (equality before the law), 15 (discrimination prohibition), and 21 (right to life 

and personal liberty), resulting in changes in areas such as workplace safety, equal pay, and 

representation in decision-making. 

6. Cultural Exchange and Inclusivity : Globalization has considerably improved cultural 

interchange and inclusion by removing geographical boundaries and encouraging interaction 

 
6 https://malaprops.com   
7 Nelson, school.nelson.com, Exploring globalization  
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between varied civilizations. Cultures have benefitted from the worldwide exchange of ideas, 

customs, art, food, and lifestyles, increasing mutual understanding and tolerance. Globalization 

has strengthened India's constitutional commitment to secularism and diversity by accepting global 

influences while retaining its rich cultural legacy. Festivals, dialects, and art forms from throughout 

the world now coexist with ancient Indian rituals, resulting in a diverse cultural mosaic. Media, 

technology, and travel have expedited this interaction, allowing individuals to interact with and 

enjoy foreign cultures in real time. 

7. Modernization of Legal Framework : Globalization has accelerated the modernization of legal 

systems by mandating legislative modifications that are consistent with worldwide norms and 

handle new global issues. Countries, like India, have updated their legal systems to reflect 

technological breakthroughs, global commercial practices, and changing cultural values. For 

example, globalization has affected intellectual property laws to conform with the TRIPS 

Agreement, assuring innovation protection while balancing public interests such as inexpensive 

access to pharmaceuticals. Trade policy and consumer protection regulations have been updated 

to support international trade and protect individuals in a global economy. Globalization in the 

digital era has resulted in the implementation of legislation on data protection, cyber security, and 

digital transactions, which ensure legal protections in a technologically evolved world. 

The impact of globalization may have negative affect : 

• Economic Inequality  

• Threat to Cultural Identity 

• Environmental Degradation 

• Erosion of Labour Right  

• Weakening of Sovereignty  

• Over Reliance on Foreign policy 

 

1. Economic Inequality : Economic inequality is a fundamental issue originating from 

globalization, as the advantages of global economic integration are sometimes unequally 

distributed. While globalization has boosted economic growth and produced riches, it has also 

increased the disparity between affluent and poor people, both within and across countries. Urban 

and industrial sectors in emerging nations such as India have grown as a result of foreign 

investments, commerce, and technical breakthroughs, while rural and underprivileged groups have 

frequently lagged behind. Many people continue to face barriers to education, healthcare, and 

work, aggravating inequality. The transition to privatized and market-driven economies has further 
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disenfranchised poor individuals, limiting their access to basic services. This imbalance affects 

social fairness and economic inclusion, calling into question the constitutional ideals of equality 

and balanced growth.8 

2. Threat to Cultural identity : Globalization is a huge danger to cultural identity because it 

frequently promotes a homogenized global culture, which may overshadow and degrade local 

traditions, languages, and customs. The broad impact of global media, multinational businesses, 

and consumer culture has hastened the adoption of Western lifestyles, often at the expense of local 

values and history. Globalization in India, with its rich tapestry of varied cultures, has raised 

worries about the degradation of indigenous art forms, cuisines, and languages, particularly among 

younger generations who are increasingly exposed to global trends. While Articles 29 and 30 of 

the Indian Constitution preserve cultural diversity, the dominance of global culture has the 

potential to undermine local identities, particularly in economically poorer places. 

3. Environmental Degradation : Environmental degradation is a key issue related with 

globalization, as the desire for economic progress and industrialization frequently comes at the 

expense of ecological sustainability. Globalization has escalated deforestation, pollution, and 

resource exploitation to fulfill worldwide market needs, resulting in habitat devastation and climate 

change. In nations such as India, the push for infrastructural development and export-oriented 

companies has depleted natural resources and boosted carbon emissions. This is contrary to 

constitutional requirements such as Article 48A, which demands environmental conservation, and 

Article 51A(g), which requires citizens to conserve natural resources. The invasion of global 

companies frequently favors short-term economic advantages above long-term ecological balance, 

and lax enforcement of environmental rules exacerbates the situation.9 

4. Erosion of Labour Right : Globalization has led to the weakening of labor rights, since nations 

frequently prioritize economic development and foreign investment over worker safeguards. To 

attract multinational firms and compete in global markets, labor rules are routinely weakened, 

resulting in unstable working conditions, poor salaries, and less job security. In emerging nations 

such as India, informal and contract-based employment has grown, leaving many workers without 

proper benefits or protections. This violates the fundamental principles of dignity and labor 

protection provided by Articles 23 and 24, which ban forced and child labor. Global supply chains 

frequently abuse workers in low-cost economies, resulting in a race to the bottom on labor 

standards. Trade unions have also struggled to organize workers in a worldwide economy, resulting 

in weakened collective bargaining strength. 

 
8 Gebriel Lucus, Eessence of globalization  
9 https://malaparas.com  
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5. Weakening of Sovereignty : In some aspects, globalization has damaged national sovereignty by 

requiring nations to align their domestic policies with international norms and agreements in order 

to compete in the global economy. While global treaties and trade agreements promote 

collaboration, they frequently hinder a country's capacity to make autonomous decisions based on 

its own requirements. In India, for example, adherence to accords such as the TRIPS Agreement 

has generated concerns about public access to inexpensive healthcare and necessary medications, 

which might clash with the constitutional purpose of promoting public welfare under Article 47. 

Similarly, economic liberalization resulting from globalization has increased reliance on foreign 

investments and markets, making national economies more sensitive to external shocks and 

pressures.10 

6. Over Reliance on Foreign policy : Over-reliance on foreign policies is a key issue in 

globalization, since countries frequently rely on external frameworks and international markets to 

set their domestic and economic agendas. Globalization in India has resulted in growing 

involvement in global trade agreements and organizations such as the World Trade Organization 

(WTO), which, although helpful, might limit the country's capacity to pursue policies adapted to 

its own socioeconomic requirements. For example, pressure to conform with international trade 

rules can harm local industries, agriculture, and small enterprises, undercutting the constitutional 

objective of self-reliance and equitable growth. Excessive reliance on foreign investments and 

global supply chains exposes the economy to risks such as economic downturns, geopolitical 

conflicts, and trade barriers. 

CONCLUSION  

In identifying the 75th anniversary of the Indian Constitution, the effect of globalization appears 

as a double-edged sword, enhancing and challenging its founding values. On the one hand, 

globalization has accelerated economic growth, increased rights, updated legal systems, and 

promoted inclusion by aligning India with global norms. It has increased the Constitution's 

flexibility, assuring its continued relevance in a dynamically changing world. However, 

globalization has also created issues like as economic injustice, cultural homogeneity, 

environmental degradation, and the erosion of worker rights, all of which must be carefully 

balanced against constitutional principles. As India commemorates its constitutional history, it is 

critical to recognize the benefits of globalization while also addressing its shortcomings, ensuring 

that the Constitution remains a beacon of justice, equality, and sovereignty in an interconnected 

 
10 Wilson, Globalization the essential 
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world. This milestone underlines us of the Constitution's enduring strength and capacity to 

negotiate the difficulties of globalization while protecting the rights and aspirations of all of its 

citizens. 
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